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The Covid-19 pandemic has had a tremendous impact on our campus and community. The people of UK Facilities

Management remain the “boots on the ground” for UK, providing the essential services needed to keep our campus

safe, secure, and positioned to respond to the evolving crisis. The strength each of you demonstrate daily is inspiring

and represents such courage and compassion. We are in this together and we will get through it together. Thank you

for everything you do. – Mary Vosevich, Vice President for Facilities Management

OUR PEOPLE. OUR STORIES.

A New Semester: Change, Challenge and Hope – A Message from President Eli Capilouto
(excerpted)

Nearly a generation ago, in a deep and distinctive voice, Maya Angelou told the gathered inaugural crowd that

they stood “on the pulse of this new day.” She called on the country to face a horizon that “leans forward, offering

you space to place new steps of change.” At the start of a new semester, we know there is still so much before us –

both change and challenge.

Health professionals and public policymakers alike remind us that even as we have worked so hard together to 

manage this virus on our campus, some of the most challenging days of the crisis still may lie ahead over the next 

couple of months. And, yet, in recent days, I have been reminded that there is light being cast, too. This community 

is playing a part in shining it. Last Tuesday, hundreds of volunteers – from UK HealthCare, our colleges of 

Pharmacy and Nursing and beyond – began a central COVID-19 vaccination clinic in the Central Bank Field Club 

at Kroger Field.

Over the next few weeks, at the request of our state, we aim to vaccinate all K-12 teachers and personnel in Fayette 

County, first responders and emergency workers, regional health providers, older members of our community and 

those with underlying health conditions. That’s on top of thousands of front-line health workers and providers and 

members of our campus community who have been vaccinated already thanks to UK HealthCare.

With the support of UK Athletics and our Emergency Operations Center, we can vaccinate thousands of people a 

day, roughly 260 members of our community an hour. What other athletics department in the country has 

responded as ours has – a field hospital in one month, a facility equipped for a safe, physically distanced voting in 

another and now a massive vaccination clinic? What other medical center can marshal so many people, in such a 

short period of time, for such a prolonged period, to extend healing, help and hope?

…

Last Wednesday, a young Amanda Gorman, on a cold and windy day, reminded another inaugural crowd that 

“even as we hurt, we hoped.” “And yet the dawn is ours before we knew it,” Gorman said in a clear and brave 

voice. “Somehow, we do it. Somehow, we’ve weathered and witnessed … A nation that isn’t broken, but simply 

unfinished.”

We are a community that, like our country, is perpetually unfinished. We hurt, but yet, still hope. We confront 

darkness, but yet, we always try to find ways to shine light – never more so than now, at this moment, when those 

we serve need us most. We are there.

Welcome back. I look forward to overcoming the challenges ahead with you as we seek to shine a light  – as a 

community, unified in purpose, united by hope.

Read the full message here: https://www.uky.edu/president/communications-and-commentary/campus-messages

Photo Friday – Welcome Back Students! 

Our collage this week will focus on the return of students to the campus and the 

welcome changes this brings to our community. Submit pictures to 

shane.tedder@uky.edu by midnight on Thursday. Photo by Ryan C. Hermens, 

Lexington Herald Leader. 
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